Adnexal carcinomas of the skin. II. Extraocular sebaceous carcinomas.
Extraocular sebaceous carcinomas are uncommonly seen neoplasms, and have been confused in the past with basal cell carcinomas showing sebaceous differentiation. In contrast to the latter tumors, however, sebaceous carcinomas have a distinct risk of aggressive behavior. This study presents clinicopathologic data on five cases of sebaceous carcinoma arising in cutaneous locations outside of the ocular adnexae. Four of five patients were men, and the average age at diagnosis was 63 years. Three tumors occurred on the face, one arose in the skin of the neck, and another occurred on the penis, an anatomic site that is extremely rare for sebaceous carcinoma. Three tumors metastasized, and two patients died of tumor or with residual tumor growth. In light of this behavior, the premise that extraocular sebaceous carcinomas rarely spread to distant sites may need reexamination.